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Peter Anreiter, Eszter Bánffy, László Bartosiewicz, Wolfgang Meid, Carola Metzner-Nebelsick (eds), 
Archaeological, Cultural and Linguistic Heritage. Festschrift for Erzsébet Jerem in Honour of her 70th 
Birthday, 2012, Main Series 25, 633 pp. with BW and colour illustrations ISBN 978-963-9911-28-4

Book review by Sándor Berecki

The work of Erzsébet Jerem is well known among 
specialist researching the Early and Late Iron Age 
of the Carpathian Basin and Central Europe. On 
the occasion of her 70th birthday celebrated in 
2012 she was worthily greeted by her colleagues 
with a Festschrift study volume published in the 
Archaeolingua Main Series, whose founder and 
editor is Jerem herself. The Jerem-Festschrift has 
five editors, with most of them Jerem published 
studies or edited volumes and books earlier. The 
high quality, hardcover volume presents the well 
known signs of the series; the simple, no-frills front 
cover is memorable due to the pot from Hidegség.
The structure of the volume follows the tradition 
of the Festschrifts by ordering the papers in the 
authors’ alphabetical order. The table of content, 
the German foreword and Jerem’s list of publica-
tions is followed by the 43 equally proportioned 
English and German studies of 55 authors. In spite 
of the bilingualism of the studies in the case of 
the volume’s title the editors opted for the English 
version. Finally, the studies are followed by the list 
of contributors and the list of the publications of 
the Innsbrucker Beiträge zur Kulturwissenschaft 
respectively Archaeolingua.

The contents of the studies are connected 
mainly to Jerem’s main research areas, however 
among the contributors researchers reporting on 
other historical periods also occur. The volume 
starts with a study in toponymy (Anreiter), while 
further papers examine several early Neolithic 
phenomena (Bánffy–Sümegi), the Late Copper 
Age wagon models (Bondár), the prehistoric war 
chariots (Burmeister–Raulwing), the Early Bronze 
Age settlement structure (Fischl–Rebenda), the 
regional connections from the Early and Middle 
Bronze Age (Kiss), the Bronze Age bronze tools 
(Hänsel et al), settlements (Kulcsár), fortifications 
(Karl–Waddington), cultic artefacts (K. Kaus–M. 
Kaus) and mining (Tomedi–Töchterle), a Roman 
burgus (Redő), Roman rhetorician and rhetorician 
schools (Dobesch), onomastic (Stifter) and montan 

archaeology and mining (Klemm), or the origins of 
the Hungarian word asszony (Janda).
As it was expected, the majority of the papers 
refer to the Early and Late Iron Age. The topics are 
diverse, both the theoretical and analytical methods 
and papers combining both approaches occur. The 
papers referring to the Early Iron Age report about 
the ornamentation of the pottery from the Hallstatt 
period (Tarpini), the northeast Hungarian fortifica-
tions (C. Metzner-Nebelsick), the connections in 
the period with the Balkans (Vasić), the unmodified 
stone inventory of graves (Arnold), the interpre-
tation of warrior representations (A. Eibner), the 
proto-Celts (Stöllner) or the myths and legends of 
the period (C. Eibner). The studies about the Late 
Iron Age focus on the Celtiberians from the second 
half of the first millennium (Arenas-Esteban), an 
Etruscan grave from the 3rd century BC (Lang), the 
functionality (Schwellnus) and chronology (Zeiler) 
of vessels from the Early and Late Iron Age, the 
archaeological evidence of Gaul and Celtiberian 
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women potters (de Bernardo Stempel et al), the 
Celtic stelae (Ramsl) and the excavations froma 
Celtic settlement (Guštin).

Several studies reflect upon the Iron Age 
art, religion, beliefs and cult: the eagle represen-
tations of the Scythian art (L. D. Nebelsick), the 
elephant, dolphin and griffin representations of 
the Celtic metalwork and coinage (Olmsted), the 
so called “Hungarian” sword style of the Celtic 
art (V. Megaw–R. Megaw), the Celtic beliefs and 
“metempsychosis” (Meid), the Celtic ancestor god 
(Zeidler), Celtic cosmology and the connected 
rituals (Simón), Late Iron Age and Celtic hero 
cult (Haeussler) and Neo-Druidism (Leskovar). 

A study in linguistics examines a Gaul inscrip-
tion (Stüber), a further paper relates about the 
Celtic language and the Indo-European languages 
(Schmidt) and the theoretical approach of histor-
ical linguistic (Hajnal).

Two studies interpret archaeozoological 
materials; the first refers to the economic and 
spiritual importance of the red deer (Bartosie-
wicz), while the second one reports the occurrence 
and spreading of domestic hen (Gál).
The volume is highly recommended for all 
those interested in European, especially Central 
European Early and Late Iron Age archeology and 
linguistics.
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