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Orsolya Lang - Alexandra Nagy - Péter Vamos, The Aquincum Macellum. Researches in the area of the
macellum in the Aquincum Civil Town (1882-1965). Applying news methods for old excavation materials.
Aquincum Nostrum 1.3., Budapest, 2014. 198 pages, 44 tables.

There are several occasions when archaeologists
confronts serious methodological and interpretative
problems when trying to re-evaluate the results of
former, so-called “old” excavations. These excavations,
carried out usually in the beginning of the last
century or even earlier, reflect in general the current
state of art, methodology and interpretation trends
characteristic for the respective period. The different
research methods, the slight focus on details and
different aims of the old excavations, especially in
the case of structures, buildings, provoke serious
headache for future researches (missing or incomplete
documentation, photos, records etc.). In these
situations archaeologists try to rely on the latest results
of fieldwork and investigations, and partially neglect the
older investigations resulting thus an unfilled gap in the
state of art. Fortunately, this unhappy situation is not
valid for the archaeological synthesis of the macellum
complex at Aquincum. One of the greatest merit of
the present monograph is the considerable effort to
link the results of the old investigations to the current
interpretative and more refined research methods.
The authors of the monograph are all specialists of the
Aquincum Museum from Budapest with large expertise
in the respective research domain. The collaboration
of Orsolya Lang as an expert in the archaeology and
urban development of the Civil Town from Aquincum,
Péter Vamos, specialist of the ceramic production at
Aquincum and Alexandra Nagy, researcher of the
stamped pottery production from the same settlement
resulted in a very complex analysis of the problematic.
One should not forget the useful contribution of
archaeozoologist Anna Biller either whose study on
the archaeozoological material from the respective area
conferred a strong interdisciplinary character to the
research.

As reflected in the title, the book presents the
scientific evaluation of one the most emblematic
urban complexes within the Roman Civil Town from
Aquincum: the macellum and its area. Market places
of provincial settlements in the western and Danubian
provinces of the Empire are quite rare. For this reason,
the researched area might claim for a distinct attention,
although the period of the macellum is the least known
chronological unit in the history of the whole area.

Book review by Lorant VASS

Orsolya Ling - Alexandra Nagy — Péter Vimos

“AQUINCUM MACELLUM

Researches in the area of the macellum
in the Aquincum Civil Town (1882-1965)

Applying new methods for old excavation materials

Aquincum Nostrum L3.

On the other hand, this area of the Civil Town is the
most intensively researched zone within Aquincum.
Researches embrace a long period of time between
1882-1965, thus the accumulation of information
and observations is considerable. Situated along the
northern main road in the Civil Town, in a much
agglomerated urban zone, the area of the macellum
was an intensively used territory during time which
was observed also by the former excavations. While
the excavation of Bélint Kuzsinsyky from 1882-1884
deals only with the building of the macellum, the tholos
in centre housing the weights, and the fragment of an
over life size gilded bronze statue, the archaeological
researches carried out by Lajos Nagy in 1929 or
Melinda Kaba in 1960-1962 identified other features
(e.g. possible pottery workshop, pits, post-holes, wall
fragments) too that existed before the period of the
macellum. The most complex chronology of the area,
however, was given by Klara Poczy. Based on her
excavation in 1965, she delimited different phases of the
land use beginning with a period earlier than the first
half of the 2™ c. A.D until the 4™ c. A.D. The authors
of the monographs, however, did not take for granted
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the archaeological reports and interpretation, and they
revised every single archaeological information from
the documentation of these excavations, collecting the
different pieces of informations in a single and standard
system. As suggested in the subtitle of the monograph
(Applying news methods for old excavation materials),
the old excavation methods and results were transferred
into an up-to-date, “new” field of interpretation. Thus,
every archaeological feature was given a standard
stratigraphical unit number (SU) and the relation
between these contexts was established by a complex
Harris-type matrix (chapter 8). As a result of this effort,
a much larger chronological seriation could have been
defined, delimiting seven different phases of the area.
As a matter of fact, the construction of the macellum
can be dated to the phase 5, in the second half of the 3™
c. A.D. which represent one of the latest land use phase
of the parcel and with the smallest quantity of recorded
archaeological material.

The book is composed of thirteen chapters which
cover all aspects related to the researched area and the
archaeological material found within its perimeter: 1.
Introduction (p. 5-7); 2. History of research (p. 7-13); 3.
Methods of the works — excavation documentations (p.
13-15); 4. Excavations in the area of the macellum (p 15-
24); 5. The problem of identifying the pottery workshop
and storeroom in the macellum area (p. 33-38); 6.
Considerations for the analysis and identification of
finds (p. 39-43); 7. Finds (p. 43-47); 8. Architectural and
chronological conclusions (p. 77-89); 9. Abbreviations
(p. 89-91); 10. Bibliography (p. 91-101); 11. Catalogue
of objects (p. 101-139); 12. Appendix (p. 139-143); 13.
Tables (p. 153-198).

After a short introduction, chapter 2 summarizes
the researches and excavations carried out in the area,
presenting the results and the exact location of each
campaign. The detailed presentation of the different
site documentations can be found in chapter 4 where
all data are critically reevaluated. The data offered by
the old excavations are followed by a wide discussion
concerning the existence of a pottery workshop in the
area of the macellum as it was handled earlier by Lajos

Nagy and Klara Poczy (chapter 5) as a certainty. Based
on the close examination of all the possible ceramic
waste material and finished products the authors are,
however, more precautious in this matter, claiming that
no direct evidence could be pointed out — on the basis
of the find material - for the existence of a workshop in
the perimeter of the macellum, and the kiln unearthed
during these excavation cannot be used as proofs in this
context. According to the authors the large quantity of
ceramic products of the same type, could argue, instead,
in the benefit of a storeroom or shop in this area that
might be supported by the commercial character
of the respective zone, too. Chapter 6 contains the
methodological basis of the find processing, focusing
only on the ceramic material. The following chapter
(chapter 7) is a hard attempt to identify and analyze the
find material from different archaeological campaigns.
The emphasis, however, falls almost exclusively on the
pottery finds which are widely discussed and presented,
while small finds of other material are only briefly
described, without any thorough analysis. This could
partially be explained with the preference of the authors
for ceramic vessel products, as part of their main field of
research. On the other hand, the scarce number of small
finds permit only farfetched conclusions. The synthesis
of the old and new results, one can find in the last
descriptive chapter (chapter 8) where the archaeological
finds are precisely correlated to the consecutive phases
and a larger chronology is created.

The elegant monograph, both aesthetic and in
quality, of the Hungarian archaeologists is a noteworthy
synthesis of different archaeological interpretations in
time and a very good example for the current need to
reevaluate older results in a very modern, up-to-date
manner. It may also serve as a good model for future
researches based on older investigations as it uses a
standard and perseverant methodology both in find
processing and in the evaluation of the documentations.
On the other hand, the present monograph is the first
exhaustive publication of the famous macellum area at
Aquincum, and in this respect it will, hopefully, benefit
from large interest in the Roman provincial research.
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