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The dacian fortress from ardeu has been sys-
tematically researched and constantly presented 
in the archaeological literature of the last dec-
ade.1 The archaeological site ardeu–Cetăţuie 
(fig. 1) is located on the territory of ardeu vil-
lage, Balşa commune, Hunedoara County and it 
comprises the hill with the same name (455 m 
asl), the plateau situated to the east, the foothills, 
the terraces positioned towards south and the 
ardeu Gorges from the south-western part (fig. 
1–2). The hill with steep slopes is surrounded by 
the ardeu Creek, which forms on the northern 
and western sides a sector of short, picturesque 

gorges. The site was inhabited in other historical 
periods too;2 but only discoveries from the da-
cian period had been published so far.

The archaeological research of the site start-
ed at the end of the 19th century led by Téglás 
Gábor.3 during the 20th century, because of the 
stone quarry opened on the territory of the site 
(fig. 1) the Museum from deva and the National 
History Museum of romania from Bucharest 
undertook a small scale excavation in the area, 
which led to the identification of several metal 
artefacts.4 The systematic research of the site has 
been initiated by the Museum of dacian and 
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A  lAte iron Age belt buCkle from Ardeu*
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Starting in 2001, the excavation systematically organized by the Museum from Deva on the Ardeu village, 
Hunedoara county, continue till today. A lot of items were unearthed and also buildings structures. The Late 
Iron Age site Ardeu–Cetăţuie from the vicinity of the core region of the Dacian Kingdom was identified in the 
19th century (1885) by Téglás Gábor – the first director of the Museum from Deva. The systematic research of 
the site has been initiated by the Museum of Dacian and Roman Civilisation from Deva in 2001.
In 2017, on the eastern slope of the Cetăţuie Hill the natural erosion brought to light an iron belt buckle. The 
piece is a part of a sword belt set dated to the LT C2–D1 period; it was made of metal components combined 
with organic materials (mostly leather). Their presence at Ardeu documents the long distance mobility of 
artefacts during this period of the Iron Age.
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fig. 1. aerial view of the Cetăţuie hill with the main components of the site
(Photo by Z. Czajlik, after ferencz et al. 2016b).

fig. 2. The eastern slope of the Cetăţuie Hill. The ‘X’ marks the place of the discovery
(photo: M. Barbu 09.03.1018).
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roman Civilisation from deva in 2001. during 
the two decades of research further institutions 
joined the project: the '1 decembrie 1918' uni-
versity (alba iulia), the National History Mu-
seum of Transylvania (Cluj-Napoca), and the 
Corvin Castle Museum from Hunedoara.5

during the 2017 field surveys, on the eastern 
slope of the Cetăţuie Hill (fig. 2) C. roman in-
cidentally found an iron object (fig. 3). The belt 
buckle was observed on the old path used be-
fore 2014 by the research team to reach the top 
of the hill. in earlier years, other artefacts were 
also found along the path from the eastern slope.

almost two decades ago, based on the shape 
and components of the numerous buckles dis-
covered in four deposits of objects in the Gallic 
and Gallo-roman sanctuary at Villeneuve-au-
Chatelot (aube), Gérard Bataille made a repre-
sentative typological analysis.6 The artefact dis-
covered at ardeu could be interpreted starting 
from this typology.7 The belt buckle was made of 
an iron bar. The extremity providing the connec-
tion with the part made of organic belt material 
has a triangular shape. it continues in an inter-
mediate part, a ‘tongue’ made by joining the ends 
of the iron rod from which the piece was made. 
The foot is short, and it was made by bending the 
end of the intermediate part. The termination of 
the piece is shaped like a spherical button. The 
piece has been worked by hot hammering until 
the bar ends were joined, even if the boundary 
between the two is visible (Pl. i). it is hard to say 
if this detail is due to the negligence, clumsiness 
or of the routine of the craftsman who made the 
object. although not yet restored, the artefact is 
well preserved (Museum of dacian and roman 
Civilization in deva inv. no. 53622).

These type of buckles are components of or-
ganic belts, complemented by a garment made 
of metal fittings (iron and bronze) comprising a 
buckle and several rings. They are found often 
in men’s graves, and in many cases ensure the 

fastening of the belts that support the swords. 
However, there have also been cases in which 
the inventory of some graves is missing the 
scabbard or others in which, although the 
sword is present, the components of the belt are 
missing. That is why it can be assumed that such 
buckles could be also components of belts worn 
by other people than warriors, and sometimes 
the swords were hung by belts without metallic 
elements.8

Beginning with the end of the third century 
BC, and in the second century BC leather belts 
with iron or bronze rings and buckles begin to 
replace sword chains made entirely of metal el-
ements.9 Their form evolved until the augustian 
period, or more precisely until the beginning of 
the first century ad.10 according to the Bataille 
typology the belt buckle from ardeu can be in-
cluded in type 2B, which is characterized by V-
shaped intermediate part and were dated begin-
ning with the second half of the first century BC.11 
Since the belt from ardeu was discovered inciden-
tally, it can be linked only with reserves to the first 
horizon of the fortress. it is also hard to determine 
if it was the buckle of a sword chain or of another 
type of belt.

fig. 3. The iron belt buckle from ardeu
(drawing: S. ivan; photo: i. V. ferencz).

5 Pescaru et al. 2002; ferencz et al. 2003; 2004; 2005; 2010; 2011; 2014; 2015; 2016c; 2017; Beldiman–Sztancs 2014.
6 Bataille 2001.
7 Bataille 2001, 443–444, fig. 2.
8 dizdar 2013, 177.
9 rapin 1987; lejars 1994, 49; dizdar 2013, 177.
10 Bataille 2001, 446–455; fig. 4.
11 Bataille 2001, 448, fig. 3–4.
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in the eastern Carpathian Basin from the end of 
the late iron age only a couple of belt buckles are 
known. at the beginning of the 20th century, two 
typologically different belt buckles were discovered 
at Sighişoara–Wietenberg,12 yet, these Bataille 1a2 
type and 4d type belt buckles date from an earlier 
period than the one found at ardeu.

even if weapons and pieces of military equip-
ment in the late iron age are characterized by 
homogeneity on large areas,13 the presence at 
ardeu of this type of clothing accessory, with its 
core region in central and western europe, indi-
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cates the connectivity of the military elite from 
this region with the western neighbours, and the 
mobility of individuals, artefacts or technology in 
the period. These connections are also illustrated 
by further artefacts found at ardeu14 which are 
specific for the central european areas. The two 
belt buckles from Sighişoara indicate that these 
type of belts reached the Carpathian Basin soon 
after they appeared in the western area, while the 
piece dated to the end of the first century ad 
from ardeu shows the persistence of the contacts 
between these regions.

12 Horedt–Seraphin 1971, 86, pl. 68/16.
13 lejars 1994, 39.
14 ferencz 2012.
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